
Home learning 
Workshop 

Kate Miller(Head of School), Harriet Buggey(Lead 
SALT) and Emma Cravitz (Educational Psychologist) 



Outline of workshop 
1. Discussion (ish)

2. Feedback from previous year’s and comments raised 

3. Research - general and SALT specific 

4. How do we know we are being ambitious enough for your children? 

5. SMBS home learning philosophy 

6. Take away bits

Optional: following links to the website and looking at home learning options and key vocabularly 

http://www.stmarylebonebridgeschool.com/page/?title=Extended+Home+Learning&pid=51


Why have home learning? Thoughts and ideas 
Get the best out of their education

Routine

Other siblings have it

Secure understanding

Develop skills 

Other 



Feedback from previous year’s

How it was labeled on the website

We need it more regularly as it supports routine within the family

Discussion about a lack of home learning tasks

Communication - where can I find the home learning?

Pupils not knowing the name of their Maths or English Teacher’s

 



Not compulsory
Thank you for feedback

We have changed the labeling of the home learning tasks to say ‘Extended Home 
Learning’ 

If your child does any of the extended home learning with you at home, they can 
bring it in for their teacher(s) to see and, if they've clearly made an effort to do 
this, they'll receive a dojo point(s). 

 



Routine - other siblings get set regular homework

For those who want it there are many activities and 
options on the website as well as dedicated time for 
reading at home. 

http://www.stmarylebonebridgeschool.com/


What home learning tasks are there? 

Let's look at the home learning currently online.

Thinking task: what works/what doesn’t? (please do email me 
k.miller@stmarylebonebridgeschool.com) 

Vocabulary

Reading at KS3

http://www.stmarylebonebridgeschool.com/page/?title=Extended+Home+Learning&pid=51
mailto:k.miller@stmarylebonebridgeschool.com
http://www.stmarylebonebridgeschool.com/page/?title=Resources+%2D+Key+Words+%28current+term%29&pid=21


Some examples 



Communication with regards to homework
Website - look at website re home learning 

We will send a text when it goes on the website

We can print out packs for those that request it 

http://www.stmarylebonebridgeschool.com/


“There is no evidence that any amount of 

homework improves the academic performance of 

students.”

https://www.salon.com/2016/03/05/homework_is_wrecking_our_kids_the_research_is_clear_lets_ban_elementary_homework/

https://www.salon.com/2016/03/05/homework_is_wrecking_our_kids_the_research_is_clear_lets_ban_elementary_homework/


General research - so what does work? 
What can they do after school? 

Family time 

With parent support - cook, walk, discuss, shop, read, board games/cards, plan weekly meals, 
help tidy up, timetable, number bonds, vocab, life skills 

Independently - there is a limit - color, draw, activity sticker books, puzzles, newsround, 
online quiz, clubs (scouts, police cadets, sports clubs), short home learning activity, reward 
time 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround
https://fisd.westminster.gov.uk/kb5/westminster/fis/localoffer.page?localofferchannel=0
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary


SALT data - general

We should consider...

Social skills and language demands of school

Focus - attention and listening skills will vary according to the task/demand

Vocabulary - the most important factor in improving results



FS Level 2

FS Level 1



Home Learning Philosophy 
At The St Marylebone CE Bridge School we have high expectations of our students and the curriculum is ambitious and 

stretching for them. The school does adapt its curriculum (which includes any homework) to the needs of the students 

(including their home lives) to ensure it is ambitious and inclusive. 

-we serve children with a wide range of needs and abilities in terms of their ability to complete work independently at 

home

- we also serve children who come from a wide range of economic backgrounds and parents with a wide variety of 

educational experiences and needs themselves

We don’t insist on a blanket must-do homework expectation of all students because this leads to a number of unhelpful 

possible outcomes:

- students unable to do the homework and so feeling demotivated

- students getting consequences in school for not doing homework and so feeling demotivated

- teachers spending more time setting, monitoring, chasing homework and giving consequences for undone homework than 

is helpful or proportionate to the benefits of the homework in the first place



Home Learning Philosophy 
- the difference between pupils who do have parents at home to help them do homework and those 

who don’t would be highlighted, so students without this support at home would feel even more 

disadvantaged 

And overall we are guided by research which suggests that homework is not a great learning 

strategy for pupils with needs.

However, we know some of our pupils enjoy and can access homework tasks . This is why we provide 

optional home learning. If we think a pupil ought to be accessing these, we do urge them to do them 

and we do merit this effort with dojo points.

To help your child learn at home, you can do:

Reading, Vocab, Life skills, Support task chosen from the website



What can you do?
Reading

Vocab

Life skills

AMAZING :-) 

Support home learning tasks 



Hearing from you

Please do contact me if you have any more questions or comments:

k.miller@stmarylebonebridgeschool.com 

mailto:k.miller@stmarylebonebridgeschool.com


Key Dates - Term 1

I will send this information out via an email as well as your child’s teacher for Math and 
English.


